ESCC Online Course Readiness Self-Quiz

Directions:  Answer the following questions either true or false.  When you are finished, scroll down to the next page to find out what your answers mean.

1. I have a computer with high speed Internet access or I am willing/able to make regular use of ESCC’s available computers in the labs or LRC

2. I am comfortable working with computers:  I can manage files, upload and download documents, work with basic software programs, send and receive emails, and navigate the Internet

3. I can type easily and quickly with a fairly high degree of accuracy

4. I don’t need immediate feedback from the instructor to succeed

5. I like discovering new information on my own

6. I can learn a skill by reading how to do the skill and/or through trial and error

7. I am comfortable interacting with other students to problem solve and to develop my own ideas about the material

8. I am comfortable asking for help from the instructor when I don’t understand

9. I am able to communicate well in writing

10. I am a good reader, able to comprehend college-level written material

11. I am a good time manager; when I have major assignments due, I don’t usually procrastinate

12. I have 9-15 hours to devote to this class per week

13. I need this class to fulfill a requirement for graduation or certification

14. Because of work, family demands, and/or transportation issues, attending a version of this class face-to-face would be difficult

15. I am able to set my own goals and work towards those goals with little prompting from the instructor

16. I know I am a good student
17. I am good at avoiding distractions and focusing on work that needs to be done


ESCC Online Readiness Self-Quiz Explanation

If you answered true to all of the questions, you are a good candidate for taking online classes.  Answering false to any of the questions does not necessarily mean you are not a good candidate for online classes, but you should consider carefully whether or not online classes are really for you.

Technology access/skills (Questions 1-3)
 In order to be successful in online classes, students should have access to a good reliable computer with high speed Internet such as Broadband or DSL.  Instructors often incorporate video clips, graphics, and other elements that DSL can’t handle either at all or in an efficient manner.  Furthermore, if students don’t have good basic computer skills, they might find themselves spending more time trying to figure out how to use the computer to complete tasks than actually working with the course material.  Since most communication takes place in chat rooms, email, or discussion forums, typing is also a must.

Learning style (Questions 4-10)
Most students who are successful in online classes have a more independent than social learning style.  They are able to ask for help when they need it, but they are good problem solvers who persist at figuring out an issue on their own without constant feedback from the instructor. Furthermore, they don’t need constant feedback from an instructor to complete assignments.  They understand that feedback often takes longer to receive in online classes.

Students who are successful in online classes should also have strong reading and writing skills since most communication and information is exchanged via discussion forums, email, and/or chat.  Following directions for completing and submitting assignments also demands strong reading skills.

Time Issues (Questions 11-12)
Students who are successful in online classes understand that taking classes online requires at least as much time as taking a class face to face, and they have the time to devote to the class.  Since online classes are every bit as rigorous and demanding as face-to-face classes, students should count on spending as much as 9-12 hours a week on each online class.  Such time demands means students who are successful in online classes are good time managers who can set aside regular blocks of time to work on their classes along with all the other demands of being students, employees, family members, etc.

Personal motivation/Self-concept (Questions 13-17)
Students who are successful in online classes often have a high personal motivation for completing the class whether it be career advancement, degree or certificate attainment, graduation, transfer, etc.  Such students are good at setting goals for themselves and accomplishing the work in the given time frame in order to successfully complete the online class and fulfill the requirement, despite other distractions such as family demands, work demands, etc.  Such students believe that they are good students and expect to succeed in the online class just as they would expect to succeed in any class they might take.

